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Amendments to the Claims : 
This listing of claims replaces all prior versions 

Listing of Claims: 



Attorney's Docket No.: 13466-002002 



and listings of claims in the application: 



1-10. (Canceled) 

1 1 . (Currently Amended) A computer-implem ented method for conducting auctions 
on the internet, the method comprising: 

receiving over a commu nication network- bV an au ction node - enrnmnni paring handler 
program executing on a networked host computer, information from a first entity p aste* 
corresponding to an item for auction, the informanc n received via the comm unication network 
from the first entity including (i) a designation of [[ i\] anjtem category, selected from a list of 
itemcategories, under which the item for auction is to be listed, and (ii) input relating to 
scheduling an auction for the item; 

processing at the auction node at least a portion of ihe received information into a 
presentation format by a database-to-presentation format formatting program, the presentation 
format including an indication of the category of the item lor auction; 

based at least in part on the category designation and auction scheduling information 
previously received from the first entity p este^autnrnatiral [y initiating an instance of an 
ascending-bid auction process to conduct an auction! for th» item over the Interne t from the 
auction node. 

wherein the automatically initiated auction process conducts the auction to completion by 
performing operations including: 

presenting the depiction of the^ item i n tha pmgftntatirm format to a 



plurality of potential buyers; 
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receiving at the auction node hsst^ogiptiteF one or more bids on the 
auctioned item from one or more bidders;_;ind-an4 

terminating the auction after a predetermined time. 

12. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the input relating to the 
scheduling of an auction for the it em is a remote invocation of the auction process at the auction 
node by the remote entity operation of a computer executi tig a posting terminal program fe &er 
comprising: 

roooiving at tho hoot computer payment information from a winning bi dden 
passing the roooivcd payment information from th o hoot computor to an external 
cloaringhouQo; and 

r e ceiving at tho hoot computor a rcsponpo from the ext e rnal cl e aringhouse that payment 
haa cloarcd . 



1 3 . (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first entity is a 
consignment node operator wher ein the consignment node operator has physical possession of 
the item for auction and is an auth orized seller of the item for auction- database tn pr^r.Rnfnt^ 
format formatting pr o gram compris e s a database to worldwid e wob mapping modulo ? 

14. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the first entity is a posting 
terminal user in which the item is out side the control of tfa - auction node. furthor comprising- 

rec e iving payment information from a winning bidd e r via a worldwido w e b page server 
exoouting on tho host computer. 

1 5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein the auction node accep ts 
items for auction from the first en tity over the communicat i ons network without verifying that 
the first entity has physical possessi on of the item for auctio n ferther comprising* 

prococging the received payment information with a transaction processor to debit an 
account identified by - th e paymont information . 
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16. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein the auction node araq its 
items for auction fro m t he first entity ove r the communications network without verify infT tw 
the first entity has cont rol of the item for auction fe^a^^fffly^i*^^ 

associating tho rocoivcd-i»avmEnt in f nrmntinn ^) } ^ Hf1 rrnnivn d fro m th e winni u fi 



1 7. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 14 wherein a central op erating 
authority of the auction node detects fraud a n d revokes au t horization to the first entity tr> 

electronically present items for auction at the auction r,^ p-j 1 inf rrmnt i o n idpntttfc a 

cr e dit card account . 



18 (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the information received 
from the first entityj ***** includes subjective descrip tive information conrBrnme the item far 
auctiop within the information transmitted h Y the first entit y and received hv the auction node 
and the auction node presents the subjecti v e descriptive in formation conc erning tho item far 
au ction to the potential buyers without further review hy ^ a ,w ion ^ ftneratnr ^ ^ >tin 
auction itom . 

1 9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim «. 18 wherein a central onerating 
autliorjty Qf the auction no de i mp o ses a q uality and performance slructnre on the first entity an A 
jft he first entity fails to meet the imposed quality and nsrfa r mance structure the central 
operatm S authority of the a uction no de ma y revoke the 1i«nse to use the auction node hv the 
fagLss fehg prooontation format oompriaoo a hypertext imrimp language format. 

20. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemt nted method of conducting auctions 
on the internet at an auction node that coordinates via the i nternet with an remote annKr.arinn 
program executing at a computer operated hv a remote enri rv th e method comprising: 

transmitting from the auction node i n formation about an item category structure 
m aintained at the auction node to the computer menrtprf hy tt,« — te entity for stnra r in „ 
repository that is subsequently accessible bv the remnt* afr . uw;^ r ^ CTam eYeft1ltiTY ™ 
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computer operated bv the remote e ntity while the remote application urogram is not in network- 
communication with the auction node: 

receiving an asynchronousl y created data record from the remote application program 
operated bv the remote entity, the asynchronously created dated record providing an item 
category selection from the data repository co ntaining information about the category structure 
of the auction node, the data record further co ntaining a descriptive short title of an item from th ft 
remote entity and a subjective chara cterization of the item fro m the remote entity, the data record 
being capable of storage at the data repository associated with the computer operated hvtha 
remote entity for subsequent sched uled or manual transmission to the auction node over th R 
internet; 

r e c e iving, by a communication handler proooao executing on a hoot compute s? 
information from a poster about an it n m rn Tin inrtim™^ th« T «»n 1 >.^ rt j n f nr m nt ion i no m d ing (i) a 
designation of a ca t egory, soloctod bv rhn pnrtrn- frnm n i; r » n f n nto CrtT1 -» 1j nn rt pr r .^ oh ^ it c m k 
to bo auotionod, and (ii) input relating to scheduling an auction for the item- 
g e n e ratin g a - tracldng id e ntifi e r to identify the item to be auctioned; 
processing at least a portion of the received data^cord mformation to create a 
presentation format corresponding to the item to be auctioned, the presentation format including 
an indication of the category of the item to be auctioned; 

based at least in part on the received category designation and the data record auotion 
□ohoduling informatio n, automatically initiating an instance of an auction process at the auction 
node to conduct an auction for the item over the Internet, the auction process automatically 
conducting an auction for the item to completion by: 

presenting the presentation format to a plurality of internet participants; 
receiving one or more bids for the item irorh one or more internet bidder parucipants;_and 
terminating the auction upon occurrence of a predeiermined conditionf-asd 
providing to a winning internet participant instructions for ponding payment information 
te- pay for the auctioned itom. 



21. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein conducting an auction 
for the item comprises opening an auction process to participants on the internet; and further 
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comprising automatically closing the auction process to the internet participants based on a 
predetermined condition. 

22. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 further comprising: 
verifying and accepting a data record fr om the remote application program and for each 

successfully posted data record- 
generating a unique tracking c o de for each item Fern iVing thn h\A ty ? ^ti^"1 item 
via a world wide wob page aorv e r int e rface , 

23 . (Currently Amended) The method of claio i 20 further comprising: 
approving authorization to access the auction node by an identification code and a 

gassword code in the data header rec eived from the remote application program that is executing 
on the computer operated bv the remote entity r e c e iving p . n^nnt ^fr^ti^ fr rm t i n 
participant, th e paym e nt information being associated with tho bid , 

24. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 further comprising: 
determining from the data record recei ved from tht * remote application program 

executing on the computer o p erated bv the remote entity v. hetlw fh e item represented bv the 
data record is designated for an auctio n process or a fixed p riori offering at the auction node 
receiving from tho participant payment information identif y ing n credit card account, paccing tho 
orodit card account information to a - eloarinfifaouG o and Eo e uh'ing authorization from tho 
cloaringhouGO that payment with tho credit cord haa cleane d. 



25. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 20 further comprising: 
receiving a de-post comman d from the remote appl i cation program executing on the 
computer operated bv the remote entity: and 

determining from a data record for the i tem maintajaed bv the auction node whether tn 
remove the item from the auction or fixe d price process at 1 he auction node in resp ond tn th* 
received de-post c ommand fr om the data record fe caivin f j p^m-ipnt info rm ^ ^ fr nm ^ 
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participant, oloiiring the payment information, and transferring legal own e rship of th e item to tho 
p articipant . 



26-32. (Canceled) 



33. (Previously Presented) A computer-implemented system for conducting auctions 
on the internet, the system comprising: 

an auction item presentation means for presenting items for auction to bidding 
participants connected via the internet, the auction item presentation means presenting items for 
auction arranged into item categories, each item for auction being associated with an item 
category designated by a poster of the item to be auctioned; 

an auction process means for executing an auction process to automatically conduct an 
auction for the item based at least in part on the designated category and scheduling information 
received from the poster prior to initiation of the auction; 

an auction bid recipient means for receiving, during the auction process, at least one bid 
on an item being presented by the auction item presentation means; and 

payment recipient means for receiving payment information from a bidding participant, 
the payment information corresponding to the item for which the bid was received. 

34. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 further comprising payment 
verification means for passing received payment information to an external clearinghouse for 
verification. 



35. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the auction item 
presentation means comprises a database-to-presentation formatting program for mapping 
information from a database into a worldwide web format. 



36. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 further comprising: 
a transaction processor to debit an account identified by the payment information if the 
received bid is approved. 
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37. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received payment 
information identifies a credit card. 

38. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 36 wherein the payment information 
identifies a credit card and wherein the transaction processor charges the credit card for the 
payment associated with the approved bid. 

39. (Previously Presented) The system of clan a 33 wherein the auction item 
presentation means presents the auction item information as a markup language page. 

40. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented auction participant system for 
enabling participation in an online auction conducted over a packet-switched network, the 
auction participants including posters of items to be auctioned and bidders on the items to be 
auctioned, the system comprising: 

an auction item receiving means for receiving a page of information from a poster, the 
received page of information including one or more items available for auction, poster-specified 
auction scheduling information and a poster- specified designation of one or more item categories 
with which the items for auction are associated; 

an auction process means for executing an auction process to automatically conduct an 
auction for the one ot more items based at least in part on 1 he category designation and the 
scheduling information received from the poster prior to initiation of the auction; 

an auction bid input means for inputting a bid for ai least one of the items presented by 
the poster and for inputting payment information associated with the bid; and 

bid processing transmission means for processing t ransmitting tho bid and - p ayment 
information from a winning bidder via the packet-switched network t o an account maintained hy 
th e computer-implemented auction nartir.ip n nt system for tb s ?™i*r n mnw n hi* r , , , , 
systo m. 
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41. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received page 
comprises a markup language page and wherein the auction item receiving means comprises a 
web browser connected via the internet to a server at the remote bid processor system. 

42. (Previously Presented) The system of clai m 40 wherein the payment information 
identifies a credit card provided by the winning bidder to pay for the item in the amount of the 
bid. 



43. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system for auctioning a uniquely 
identified item over a packet-switched network, the system comprising: 

a database of data records, each data record relating to an item and comprising an 
identifier to uniquely identify me item and an item categoiy under which the item is to be offered 
for auction, each data record including information specif.ed by and received from a poster of the 
item, the poster-specified information including a item caiegory designation and auction 
scheduling information; 

an auction system, accessible by a plurality of participants via the packet-switched 
network, that based at least in part on the poster seHef-speoified category designation and auction 
scheduling information received prior to initiation of the auction automatically presents an item 
for auction by providing a mark-up language page of information corresponding to an item that 
is available for auction during a specified time, the mark-up language page of information 
including an indication of the item's category; 

wherein the auction system executes an auction process corresponding to the item based 
at least in part on scheduling information received from tfu: poster of the item, receives bids from 
one or more of the participants over the packet-switched network and terminates the auction 
when one or more predetermined criteria are satisfied; and 

wherein the auction system transmits to a selected auction participant information about 
where the selected auction participant should submit payment information for the auctioned item. 



44. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the auction system 
configured to refuse bids after the one or more predetermined criteria have been satisfied. 



is 
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45. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the auction system 
comprises a web page server interface for receiving bids from auction participants connected to 
the auction system via the world wide web. 

46. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the auction system 
receives payment information with each bid. 

47. (Previously Presented) The system of claii n 46 wherein the auction system 
receives payment information identifying a credit card account, and transmits the credit card 
account information to a remote verification system before processing the bid. 

48. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 47 wherein the auction system 
selects a bid based on the one or more predetermined criteria, processes the credit card account 
for the amount of the bid, and transfers legal ownership oi the item to the participant that 
submitted the bid, 

49. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented auction participation system, in 
communication with an auction processor that processes bids for items being auctioned, for 
enabling participation in an online auction over a packet-switched network^ the auction 
participation system comprising: 

an auction data page recipient means that receives Jrom an item poster via a server at the 
auction processor data_ft^ag&<5ontaining information about at least one item being auctioned, the 
received data page including auction scheduling information and a designation of an item 
category with which the at least one item being auctioned is associated, the item category being 
specified by a poster of the item; 

an auction process metes-for conducting an internet-based auction of the item based at 
least in part on the poster-specified item category and the auction scheduling information 
received from the poster of the item prior to inception of the auction; 
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bid input means for enabling a participant to input a bid for submission to the auction 
processor via the packet-switched network; 

bid award receiving means for receiving an indication that the bid was awarded to the 
participant; and 

payment information input means for enabling the- participant to input payment 
information in response to receiving a bid award. 

50. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 49 wherein the auction page 
receiving means comprises a web browser system that acc esses a server at the auction processor 
to receive the page. 

51-52. (Canceled) 

53. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 53 49 wherein the auction 
participation system selects a bid based on one or more predetermined criteria, processes the 
credit card account for the amount of the bid and transfers legal ownership of the item to the 
participant that submitted the bid. 



54. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented system for facilitating commerce 
at an internet-based auction, the system comprising: 

an_auctionjiodefbr item rocciving moans for-receiving from one or more auction user 
pes** participants information regarding an item to be ele ctronically presented posted for an 
auction, the received information including auction schedu ling information and a user pootor- 
specified designation of a category, selected from a list of r-ategories, under which the item is to 
be auctioned; 

an auction processor at the auction node e«neaas for processing information received by 
the auction node i t e m receiving moa ns and presenting the processed information in a format to 
be transmitted to auction participants over a packet-switched network, the format including an 
indication of the category of the item to be auctioned, the auction prococcor moans process 
including an autonomous ascending hid_auction process »eaas-for executing an auction process 

11 

PAGE 13/40 ' RCVDAT 12/14/2005 7:25:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXm ' DNIS:2738300 » CSID:8586785099 * DURATION (mm-ss):24-18 



12/14/2005 16:33 FAX 8586785099 



FISH .AND RICHARDSON 



@014 



Applicant : Thomas G. Woolston Attorney's Docket No.: 13466-002002 

Serial No. : 09/253,014 
Filed : February 19, 1999 
Page : 12 of 38 

for the item based at least in part on the user pestesnspecified category designation and auction 
scheduling information received from the auction user pa rticinants poster of the item prior to 
inception of the auction; and 

bid receiving means for receiving bids for the item presented to auction participants. 

55 , (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of facilitating internet 
auctions, the method comprising: 

receiving, at a computer system programmed to receive information over a 
communication network^ information from a auction poster including (i) information about an 
item to be posted for auction, and (ii) input relating to scheduling an auction for the item, the 
auction item information inchiding a poster-specified selection of a predetermined category, the 
predetermined category selected by the poster from a predetermined list of categories maintained 
on by the computer system; 

based on at least a portion of the information received from a poster, generating a unique 
item identifier by a program executing on the computer system; 

notifying the poster of the unique item identifier generated in response to receiving 
information about the item to be auctioned; 

based at least in part on the poster-specified category selection and the auction scheduling 
input received from the auction posted prior to initiation of the auction, auctioning the item at the 
computer system with an autonomous auction process program, the autonomous auction process 
program indicating the predetermined category selected by the poster and identifying the item to 
be auctioned; 

presenting the auction to a plurality of auction pan icipants via the communication 
network in response to a request to display information about the item to be auctioned, the 
request to display the item's information being processed by a computer program executing on 
the computer system; and 

receiving at the computer system at least one bid oa the item being auctioned, the 
computer system updating a display of the item f s information in response to receipt of the at least 
one bid. 
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56-63. (Canceled) 

64. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the information received 
from the poster further comprises an item subcategory, selected by the poster from a list of item 
subcategories, under which the item is to be offered for auction, 

65. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the information received 
from a poster comprises a verbal description of the item or a graphical depiction of the item or 
both. 

66. (Previously Presented) The method-of clai m 55 wherein the information received 
from the poster comprises a verbal description of the item, the verbal description including 
subjective information supplied by the poster. 

67. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 66 wherein the subjective 
information includes one or more of following: condition of the item being offered for auction, 
authenticity of the item being offered for auction or specia I features of the item being offered for 
auction. 

68. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein, prior to supplying 
information, the poster registers to sell items for auction. 

69. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68 wherein registering the poster 
comprises receiving identity information from the poster. 

70. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 68 wherein registering the poster 
comprises receiving financial information from the poster. 

71 . (Previously Presented) The method of clain l 68 wherein registering the poster 
comprises opening a debit / credit account for the poster. 
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72. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71 further comprising debiting the 
poster's account by an amount corresponding to a poster's fee. 

73. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 71 further comprising crediting the 
poster's account by an amount corresponding to the purchase price of an item sold at auction. 

74. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the poster logs into the 
auction computer system from a computing platform in onder to provide information about an 
item to be auctioned. 

75 . (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 74 wherein the poster's computing 
platform comprises a personal computer, a workstation, a cable set-top device, a video game 
system or a portable computing device. 

76. (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 55 wherein an auction participant 
logs into the auction computer system from a computing platform in order to browse or bid on 
items offered for auction. 

77. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 76 wherein the auction participant's 
computing platform comprises a personal computer, a workstation, a cable set-top device, a 
video game system or a portable computing device. 

78. (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 55 wherein the poster-provided 
information includes a reserve price for the item to be auctioned. 

79. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 78 wherein the poster's reserve price 
is not revealed to auction participants. 
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80. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein prior to bidding on an 
item an auction participant browses the predetermined lisi of categories to search for desired 
items on which to place bids. 

8 1 • (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 55 wherein the poster ships an item 
purchased at auction to a destination specified by the purchasing auction participant. 

82. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the poster-provided 
information includes an indication from the poster whether the item offered for auction is to be 
advertised to potential bidders, 

83. (Previously Presented) Hie method of claim 82 wherein the advertisement 
appears on a main web page maintained by the auction computer system, 

84. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 83 wherein the main web page 
comprises a welcome page. 

85. (Previously Presented) The method of claii q 55 further comprising notifying an 
auction participant that a bid by that participant has been accepted. 

86. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein an auction participant 
makes electronic payment for an item purchased at auction. 

87: (Previously Presented) The method of claim 86 wherein an auction participant 
makes electronic payment by providing credit card or debil card information, 

88. (Previously Presented) The method of cjaini 86 wherein an auction participant 
makes electronic payment by transferring an accounting for funds from an account maintained 
for the auction participant and accessible to the computer-implemented auction system. 



15 

PAGE 17/40 * RCVD AT 1211412005 7:25:20 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 ' CSID:85S6785099 * DURATION (mm-ss):24-18 



12/14/2005 16:35 FAX 3586785099 FISH AND RICHARDSON 



IS 018 



Applicant : Thomas G. Woolstpn Attorney's Docket No.: 13466-002002 

Serial No. : 09/253,014 
Filed ; February 19, 1999 
Page : 16 of 38 

89. (Previously Presented) The method of claj m 86 wherein an auction participant 
makes electronic payment using e-money. 

90. (Previously Presented) The method of clai cn 55 wherein the poster-provided 
information includes a specified time period for the auction. 

91 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the auction process 
program indicates an opening bid for an item offered for auction. 

92. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the auction process 
program indicates a current bid for an item offered for auc tion. 

93. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein presenting the auction to 
the plurality of auction participants comprises displaying one or more of the following: a verbal 
description of the item offered for auction, a graphical depiction of the item offered for auction, 
or bid information relating to the item offered for auction. 

94. (Previously Presented) The method of claii n 55 wherein presenting the auction to 
the plurality of auction participants further comprises displaying advertisements to the plurality 
of users. 

95. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 94 wherein the displayed 
advertisements relate to items offered for auction. 

96. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 94 wherein the displayed 
advertisements relate to an advertisement administered hv , i central operating authority goods / 
s ervic e s offered by a third part y. 
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97. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the computer system 
updates the display of the item's information each time a bid higher than the current bid is 
received. 

98. (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 55 further comprising obtaining an 
auction participant's assent to terms of sale before accepting bids from that auction participant. 

99. (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 98 wherein the auction participant's 
assent is supplied via the itnternet. 

100-132. (Canceled) 

133. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of facilitating Internet 
internet- based electronic auctions, the method comprising: 

receiving information from a poster of an item to be auctioned, the information including 
(i) information identifying the item to be auctioned and designating an item category selected by 
the poster from a list of item categories, and (ii) input relating to scheduling an auction for the 
item; 

storing at least a portion of the received information in a database of information relating 
to items to be auctioned; 

mapping at least a portion of the received information stored in the database into a 
presentation format that includes the identifying information and the item category provided by 
the poster; 

displaying the presentation format to a plurality of buyers; 

based at least in part on the poster-selected item caiegory and auction scheduling input 
received from the poster prior to initiation of the auction, conducting an online auction for the 
item including receiving bids on the item from one or mon: of the plurality of buyers; and 

terminating the online auction of the item based on a predetermined condition. 
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134. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 further comprising notifying a 
winning buyer that a bid submitted by the winning buyer was a winning bid. 

135. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein the information 
received from the poster identifying the item to be auctioned includes at least one of an item title 
and an item description, 

136. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 135 wherein the item description 
includes an electronic image of the item. 

137. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein receiving information 
from a poster further comprises receiving information designating an item subcategory selected 
by the poster from among a list of item subcategories. 

138. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein the predetermined 
condition based on which the online auction is terminated comprises an occurrence of an auction 
termination time. 

139. (Previously Presented) .The method of claim 1 33 wherein receiving information 
from a poster further comprises receiving a reserve price for the item to be auctioned. 

140. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 139 wherein the predetermined 
condition based on which the online auction is terminated comprises an occurrence of the reserve 
price being met. 

141. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 134 wherein notifying the winning 
buyer comprises sending the winning buyer an e-mail message. 

142: (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 further comprising notifying the 
poster of an outcome of the online auction. 
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143. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 42 wherein notifying the poster 
comprises sending the poster an e-mail message. 

144. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 143 wherein the poster is notified of 
the winning buyer's identity. 

145. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein receiving information 
from the poster of the item to be auctioned further comprises receiving input relating to an 
advertisement for the item, 

146. (Currently Amended) A computer-implemented method of facilitating Internet- 
based electronic auctions, the method comprising: 

receiving information via the Internet from poster's of items to be auctioned, each poster 
providing (i) information describing an item to be auctioned and designating an item category 
and an item subcategory selected by the poster from a list of item categories and subcategories, 
and (ii) input relating to scheduling an auction for the iten i; 

storing at least a portion of the received information in a database of information relating 
to items to be auctioned; 

displaying the list of item categories and subcategories via the Internet to a plurality of 
potential buyers, each potential buyer being able to browse the item categories and subcategories 
selectively to navigate to or search for a desired item offered for auction; and 

for each item to be auctione d the computer program riming : (i) mapping the received 
information stored in the database corresponding to the item into a presentation format that 
includes the identifying information and the item category provided by the item's poster; (ii) 
displaying the presentation format to a plurality of buyers; (iii) based at least in part of the item 
category and subcategory information and auction scheduling input previously received from a 
poster, conducting an autonomous online auction for the iiem including receiving bids on the 
item from one or more of the plurality of buyers; and (iv) terminating the online auction of the 
item based on a predetermined condition. 
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147. (Previously Presented) The method of clai m 1 1 or 26 wherein the communication 
handler program comprises a Unix daemon. 

148. (Previously Presented) The method of clai tn 1 1 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

149. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

150. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction js to be started immediately. 

151. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received aucti on 
scheduling input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

152. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be invoked by the poster 
manually. 

153. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 1 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time. 

154. (Previously Presented) The method of clai n 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

155. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 
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156. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

157. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately, 

158. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be invoked by the poster 
manually. 

159. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 20 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time. 

160. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

161 . (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received scheduling 
input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

162. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately. 

163. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received scheduling 
input consists of an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately, 

164. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be invoked by the poster manually. 

165. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 33 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be initiated at a future time. 
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166. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

167. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received scheduling 
input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

168. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately. 

169. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received scheduling 
input consists of an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately. 

170. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be invoked by the poster manually. 

171. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 40 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be initiated at a future time. 

1 72. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

1 73. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

174. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately. 

1 75. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input consists of an indication that the auction process is to be started immediately. 
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1 76. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be invoked by the poster manually. 

177. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be initiated at a future time. 

178. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 49 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration., 

1 79. (Previously Presented) The system of clain 1 49 wherein the received scheduling 
input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

1 80. (Previously Presented) The system of clain l 49 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction is to be starts immediately. 

181. (Previously Presented) The system of clain 1 49 wb erein the received scheduling 
input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

182. (Previously Presented) The system of clain 1 49 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction is to be invoiced by the poster manually, 

1 S3. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 49 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time. 

1 84. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

185. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the received scheduling 
input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and .in auction ending time. 
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1 86. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is 1o be started immediately. 

1 87. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the received scheduling 
input consists of an indication that the auction process is 10 be started immediately. 

1 88. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 54 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be invoked by the poster manually. 

1 89. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the received scheduling 
input comprises an indication that the auction process is to be initiated at a future time. 

190. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

191. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

192. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

1 93. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

194. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that die auction is to be invoked by the poster 
manually. 
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1 95. (Previously Presented) The method of clad m 55 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time, 

196. (Previously Presented) The method of clai tn 133 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

197. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 33 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

198. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

1 99. (Previously Presented) The method of clai in 1 33 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

200. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be invoked by the poster 
manually. 

201 . (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time. 

202. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 146 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to an auction duration. 

203. (Previously Presented) The method of clai] n 146 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input relates to one or both of an auction starting time and an auction ending time. 

204. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1 46 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 
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205. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 146 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input consists of an indication that the auction is to be started immediately. 

206. (Previously Presented) The method of claj m 1 46 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be invoked by the poster 
manually. 

207. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 146 wherein the received auction 
scheduling input comprises an indication that the auction is to be initiated at a future time. 

208 (Previously Presented) The method of claim 21 wherein the predetermined 
condition is defined at least in part by the received auction scheduling input. 

209. (Previously Presented) The system of claim 43 wherein the one or more 
predetermined criteria are defined at least in part by the received scheduling input. 

210. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 133 wherein die predetermined 
condition is defined at least in part by the received auction scheduling input. 

211. (Previously Presented) The method of clan n 1 46 wherein the predetermined 
condition is defined at least in part by the received auction scheduling input. 

212-218. (Canceled) 

219- (New) A computer-based auction apparatus for facilitating Internet-based 
auctions where the computer based auction apparatus is under a central operating authority's 
control s the auction apparatus comprising: 

(a) a computer system in communication with the internet and capable of executing a 
plurality of substantially simultaneous processes; 
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(b) one or more processes executing on the computer system to perform the following: 

(i) receive from a remote program executing on a computer system 
independently operated by a seller, information describing an item offered for auction, 
the information containing a short title for the item, a textual description of the item, a 
digital image of the item, and an identification of the selling entity that is posting the 
item for auction; 

(ii) initiate an autonomous auction instance* based on information received from 
the selling entity describing an item offered for auction by the selling entity; 

(iii) maintain a data structure to verify a bidder from the internet is an authorized 
remote electronic bidding participant in the computer based auction apparatus; and 

(iv) terminate the autonomous auction iustimce based on predetermined auction 
termination criteria. 

220. (New) The auction apparatus of claim 219 wherein the initiated autonomous 
auction instance comprises an independent auction instance executing substantially 
simultaneously with a plurality of other autonomous auction instances. 

'221. (New) The auction apparatus of claim 219 wherein the remote program executing 
on a computer system independently operated by a seller is a remote consignment node user 
whom created a data record for the item to be auction and electronically presented the item to the 
auction node. 

222. (New) The auction apparatus of claim 219 wherein the remote program executing 
on a computer system independently operated by a seller is a remote posting terminal user whom 
created a data record for the item to be auctioned and electronically presented the item to the 
auction node. 

223. (New) The auction apparatus of claim 219 wherein a central operating authority 
of the auction apparatus policies a network of user participants to impose a performance structure 
on the network users and the central operating authority revoking the license or franchise to 
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electronically present items for auction at the auction apparatus from poor performing or 
-fraudulent users. 

224. (New) The computer-implemented system of claim 54 wherein at least one user 
participant is a remote consignment node user that created a data record for the item to be 
auction and electronically presented the item to the auction node. 

225. (New) The computer-implement system o f claim 54 wherein at least one user 
participant is a remote posting terminal user that created a data record for the time to be 
auctioned and electronically presented the item to the auclion node. 

226. (New) The computer-implemented system of claim 54 wherein a central 
operating authority of the auction node policies a network of user participants to impose a 
performance structure on the network users and the central operating authority revoking the 
license or franchise to electronically present items for auction at the auction node from poor 
performing or fraudulent users. 



28 



PAGE 30/40 * RCVD AT 12/14/2005 7:25:20 PIW [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPTO-EFXRF-6/25 * DNIS:2738300 * CSID:8586785099 * DURATION (mm-ss):24-18 



